reasonable buy-in, then the Shadow Aero
should be on your short list. The 2011
MSRP is $7999.

FOR 2012, THE GOLD STANDARD
GETS SWANKIER
Many consider the Wing to be the
pinnacle of two-up motorcycling, so
it's no surprise Honda will continue
offering the luxo-tourer for 2012. There
aren't any major design or mechanical
tweaks this time around, however; just
enhanced amenities. The latest travel-
oriented features include an innovative
GPS navigation system with user-
friendly programmability for sharing
favorite ride routes with friends (which
can be accessed online). The Wing also
now incorporates a built-in MP3/iPod
interface and surround-sound system
for a premium listening experience,
and brings upgraded styling, even more
luggage capacity, greater weather
protection, revised suspension settings,
and plenty of comfort. Of course,
there are packages for Navi, ABS and
Airbag to dial in your luxury level.
Price: $23,199 to $28,499, and TBD.
Availability: May 2011.

More information can he found on
powersports.honda.com or see your local
Honda powersports dealer.

2011 HONDA SABRE

BUILDING A BAGGEB I’IIB'I' 1

A Closer Look at Willie &
Max’s New Touring HKit

BY ANDREW CHERNEY
PHOTOS BY EVANS BRASFIELD AND ANDREW CHERNEY

ast issue, we told you we'd be
Lmodifying a stock Honda State-

line with Willie & Max's Touring
Upgrade Kit. The kit comes with a full
inner and outer fairing, 9-inch windshield
and hard saddlebags, with the option to
add a stereo kit. We chose the Stateline
because we're pretty familiar with the
VT1300 series, but the kit is also available
for the VTX1300, V-Star 950, and Vulcan
900s (with Suzuki C series fitments being
released next).

With components being sold as a kit

or individually, we decided to rig the bags
first. Dowco sent design engineer Ken
Stout to walk us through the install, since
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BETWEEN THE LINES

Stout was the guy who designed the
fitments for each application (extra steps
were required for the Stateline, so we
were happy to have him along).

The Stateline was rolled into the

spacious of workshop of one Jeff
Pahlegyi (Dowco has an engineering
partnership with JPD, Pahlegyi's design
arm) where tools and components
were laid out. It's a simple install, so all
that's needed is a 10mm socket, Allen
wrenches, electric drill and bits and a
hole saw (included instructions specify
which you'll need for your application).
The bags themselves are of good quality
build, with ABS construction and a Class
A Automotive Grade gloss black finish
that matched the Stateline nicely (they're
also available primered and ready to
paint). Lids are sealed with gaskets and
are lockable, with stainless hinges and
lock bezels. With a full 22 liters capacity
per bag, they looked spacious, too.

The Stateline was prepped by strip-

ping the side covers, seat, and license
lights, in that order. The tricky part came
next—a pilot hole had to be marked inside
the fender with a drill bit placed through
the mounting bosses on the fender sup-
ports. With the hole thus marked, the tail
lights and fender could be pulled, leaving
the exposed subframe skeleton.

Then it's just a matter of drilling out

the marked holes on the removed
fender (placed on a shop bench) and re-
placing everything onto the bike in reverse
order. Simple, right?

The next step was to install the

mounting brackets and spacers into
the mounting holes on the fender and
through the frame rails, with included
bolts. Secure each bolt, and you're good
to go (don't forget the Loctite).

Now, it was time to drill the back side

of each bag (pre-marked) with the
appropriate bit, and prep the holes with
rubber bushings and top hats.

Finally, simply set each bag onto its

respective mounting frame, push-
ing button head screws and washers
through the top hats and rubber grom-
mets, and tighten it all down with the
Allen and 10mm wrenches (the bottom
screw gets a lock nut). Now, step back
and admire the job.
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The bracket’s on— |
and you're almost done

All told, mounting the bags didn't take
but a couple of hours—and that's going
really slow, with photos being taken for
every step. The bags instantly flesh out
the look of the Stateline, and match the
overall lines nicely. They appear fully
OE, very clean, and not aftermarlet at
all. And the $1489 price (for the entire

Drilling the
mounting hole

Aligning the bag fasteners with
the brackets and fender rails

And there it is—with bags installed

kit) is pretty reasonable; so far, we're
impressed. But our next issue will be
the moment of truth—when we'll install
the fairing (with radio kit upgrade), and
ride the thing to see how it all works on
the road. See you then.

For more info, check out
www.willieandmax.com. GR



